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ONE

felt the Singaria seed fall from my hand, but I

I didn’t remember it hitting the ground. All T saw was
Cora standing a few feet away from me, shocked.

“Eadrele?” whispered Cora, her voice shaking.

I didn’t know what to say. I didn’t know what to do.
This was the first time I had ever seen Cora afraid, and her
fear amplified mine.

Luckily, Queen Airendier shoved through the crowd of
curious elves to the Singaria tree. “Everyone, please make
your way back to your homes. Everything will be sorted out
shortly,” she announced, to the elves’ disappointment.

I watched as everyone left, and I squeezed my fist, only
to find it empty. “The seed!” I cried, searching the ground,
only to find a small green shoot peeking from the moist dirt.
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don’t you run on ahead, and I'll catch up.”

Jasper turned toward the small house behind a long row
of apple trees. “Okay, Mr. Harold, and it really is great to see
ya again.” He took off, his fiery red hair tousled from the
breeze.

Cain watched him leave, his pleasant smile morphing
into a twisted frown. He would be safe with Jasper’s family
but knew he couldn’t stay long. He had a job to do and
revenge to seek.

He shook his head, focusing on acting as the kind man
the Browns believed he was. However, before he could take
a step toward the cozy cottage they called home, he fell to
the ground.

He clutched his heart, panicking as it beat wildly. He
rolled across the damp grass, trying to control his shaking
chest, when a voice echoed through his head.

Show me the truth.

The wizard jumped to his feet, breathing heavily. He
didn’t know how he knew, but the truth settled in the pit of
his stomach.

Cora, his sister, was alive. But it didn’t matter, not to

him.
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PROLOGUE

ain blinked slowly, adjusting to the bright sky

C peeking through the dark green leaves above him.
His muscles were still tense from the Battle of Throk, but he
forced himself to relax. Jasper Brown would be here soon,
and he needed to put on his act.

“Mr. Harold? What are ya doin’ here?”” asked a voice
from behind him.

The wizard plastered his face with a confused smile and
sat up, running his fingers through his long, wispy beard.
“Oh, Jasper.” He stumbled to his feet with the boy’s help.
“I’'m not really sure. I’'m sorry for intruding.”

Jasper shook his head. “It’s fine. We were just ‘bout to
have dinner, and ya haven’t visited in so long.”

Cain chuckled. “Your mother’s food s delicious. Why
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EADRELE’S TRUTH

When I first arrived at Ailmar, Queen Airendier had
tasked me with saving the lives of the entire elven race. I was
the only one able to find the location of the Hidden Orchard

and bring back a Singaria seed. It was daunting, but I had

friends—family—with me along the way. Cora, Eirwyn, and 1
had left the elven capital and followed the Ruehnara river
toward Cathen, the ralihc’s old settlement. There, trolls
attacked us and killed Cora. After we left with heavy hearts,
Eirwyn and I made it to the Horse Riders of Doon, who
dedicated themselves to protecting Yorbeth from trolls. Cain
threatened us there, but I held my ground, proving my
strength. I also discovered that Noreth and his uncle, Joren,
were under Cain’s control. Soon, we left for the Thrael
mountains that housed the dwarven capital of Throk. That’s
when the battle exploded, and Cain gave his twisted speech. I

didn’t know who to believe, but I knew I had to find out who
was telling the truth.
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CAIN THE SEEKER’S TRUTH

A tew hundred years ago, an elf named Orinsah
embarked on a journey. He discovered a bountiful grove
housing extraordinary trees that granted long life and
unlimited power. They were called Singaria Trees. Orinsah
took one to his home, Ailmar, and presented it to the elves.
They quickly realized that the other races—humans, ralihcs,
trolls, and dwarves—would become corrupted from the
power. Thus, they kept them a secret, letting only the dragons
reap the benefits. However, word soon reached the other
races, and they swarmed to the Singaria Grove, rightfully
taking a singular tree for the good of the population. The
elves and dragons, terrified, declared war and destroyed every
last Singaria, leaving the other races powerless. They created a
Secret Orchard to protect future generations of elves,
dragons, and trees but refused to give the others a chance.
The elves and dragons swore the other races were corrupt
and greedy, but they were the evil ones. That is why they
must be stopped before they regain new power from the

Singaria seed and take over Yorbeth.
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QUEEN AIRENDIER’S TRUTH

Throughout history, elves have dedicated themselves to
protecting others from the world's evils. One of their past
leaders, Orinsah, was journeying across Yorbeth when he
stumbled across a wild orchard of powerful trees. He quickly
realized the trees gave those around them extended life and
unlimited magic. Orinsah shared his knowledge with the
other races of Yorbeth and—with the Singaria’s permission—
granted one sapling to each race. While the elves used the
power to create and protect, the other races used it greedily,
driving the trees to exhaustion. Unsatisfied, they scouted the
orchard and stole the rest of the trees. A war broke out over
the few trees still alive, and the dragons retreated to create the
Secret Orchard. It was up to the elves to defend themselves,
so they hid from the other races. They were disappointed in
how quickly greed had spread, but there was nothing they
could do.
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After finding the hidden orchard, Eadrele
pelieved she had finally saved the elven race.
Until Cain the Seeker declared the elves were
evil, turning her entire world upside-down.
Now, she must race against time to discover
who Is telling the truth. Is it Queen Airendier
who claims the elves only protect and defend?
Or is it Cain who insists the elves and dragons
have lied for centuries? Follow Eadrele,
Eirwyn, Noreth, and others as they embark on
a harrowing journey of discovery about the
past—and themselves. \

, h T %
Yorbeth's future balances precariouslyyen hen&;_;_&

|

&

ISBN 9798879843798

9 88791843798

¥
>3




